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1. Call to order and adoption of the agenda; 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:20 a.m. and the following agenda was adopted: 

 

2. Call to order and adoption of the agenda; 

 

3. Business arising from the 291
st
 meeting and correspondence;  

 

4. Public consultations on Eastmain-1-A/Sarcelle/Rupert Diversion 

 

a) Official response from COMEX to the Grand Council of the Crees 

b) Action taken on the postponement 

 

5.  Bachelor Lake mine project 

a) Continuing discussion on the public hearing 

b) Responses to questions and comments 

 

6. Blackrock mine project 

 

7. Stornoway mine project 

 

8. Extension of Route 167-Nord 

 

a) Modification to the CA concerning borrow pit operations 

b) Technical meeting 

 

9. Hunting, Fishing and Trapping Coordinating Committee (HFTCC) 

a) Workshop on migratory caribou  

 

10. Other business 

 

11. Date and place of next meeting 
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2. MINUTES ARISING FROM 291
st
 MEETING AND CORRESPONDENCE 

Discussion continued on the technical meeting that took place May 23 regarding the 

Waswanipi wastewater treatment system. Alan Penn was contacted and he said that he 

would send COMEX some questions to be forwarded to the proponent. These questions 

should be sent to us before the next COMEX meeting. 

 

There was also a discussion on interest in visiting the BlackRock and Stornoway mine 

sites as well as borrow pits along 167-Nord. Members were still interested but changed 

the dates to July 9 and 10. 

 
Members were shown the correspondence received and sent since the last meeting. A list is 

attached to these minutes. 
 

3. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS ON EASTMAIN-1-A / SARCELLE / RUPERT 

DIVERSION PROJECT 

Official response from COMEX to the Grand Council of the Crees 

The Grand Council of the Crees has sent a letter along with a resolution 

requesting a postponement of the public consultations provided for under 

Condition 9.2 of the certificate of authorization for the Eastmain-1-A power 

station and Rupert diversion project. One element emerging from the resolution is 

the extra time requested in order to consult the people and analyze the situation. It 

will be recalled that the consultations were supposed to take place last year and 

that each chief was consulted to establish the dates for consultations. The 

agreement between Hydro-Québec and the Grand Council of the Crees 

concerning the reappropriation for the project covered by the Eastmain-Rupert 

project has already been signed and  Jean Matte of Hydro-Québec is expected to 

meet with the Deputy Minister next week to present the elements of this 

agreement. Despite the signing of this agreement, the consultations called for in 

Condition 9.2 of the certificate of authorization must still take place. In order to 

respect the terms of this Condition, members agreed that the consultations will 

take place in November, 2012 so as to avoid the moose and goose hunting season. 

However, since the signing of the agreement between Hydro-Québec and the 

Grand Council of the Crees has the effect of reducing the number of interventions 

at the hearings, it was also agreed that only one session was required in each 

community. These facts will be included in the letter to Paul John Murdoch. 

 

4. BACHELOR LAKE MINE PROJECT 

a) Continuing on the public hearings 

The comments from the Chief and the community were positive, even though an 

agreement between Metanor Resources and Waswanipi has not yet been signed. 

The issues brought up related mostly to employment and to achieving a positive 

relationship with the proponent.  The fact that the mine is located near the 
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community was considered an advantage because people could return to their 

town each night. Particular attention will have to be paid to the conditions 

regarding protection of the stream and of Bachelor Lake. Members agreed that the 

project is acceptable on the social side.  On the biophysical side, it is important to 

consider that this is an existing project and that it is expected to last 4-5 years. 

The main issues are the tailings site and the protection of the receiving 

environment. If the OERs (environmental discharge objectives) are met, Bachelor 

Lake uses will be protected. Overall, the project is environmentally acceptable.  

 

Given the foregoing, the project may be authorized with certain conditions. The 

analysis report should be completed within two weeks and will be circulated to 

COMEX members for comments. A conference call may be held on this subject. 

It was noted that one of the conditions attached to the authorization would be that 

a report must be supplied concerning what is done in terms of training, awarding 

of contracts and jobs for the people of the community of Waswanipi.  

 

5. BLACKROCK MINE PROJECT 

A draft document outlining questions for the proponent will be supplied to 

members soon for comments. 

 

6. STORNOWAY MINE PROJECT 

A document was distributed to members concerning questions for the proponent. 

An electronic version will also be sent. This document reflects comments that the 

CRA has already made. If necessary, a conference call could be held to amend the 

document. The proponent has reached an agreement with the community of 

Mistissini. The main issue with this project is the protection Lake Ptarmigan. 

According to Martin Boucher of Stornoway and in connection with federal 

assessment procedures, the community of Mistissini would not want public 

consultations on this project. We have received no word on this from the 

community of Mistissini. 

 

7. EXTENSION OF ROUTE 167-NORD 

a) Modification to the CA concerning borrow pit operations 

The requested modification included seven points, some of them concerning 

borrow pit operations within 75 m of a waterbody. We received responses to our 

questions of February. This point will be discussed during a technical meeting 

with the Ministère des Transports. Questions should be asked regarding the 

storage sites for unconsolidated deposits located outside the winter road and 

where deforestation will be needed. 

 

b) Technical meeting 

There will be a meeting June 13 on borrow pit operations by the Ministère des 

Transports within 75 m of waterbodies. Representatives of the MTQ will also 
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attend. The MDDEP is in the process of analyzing the file and discussions have 

been held with the MTQ to clarify our demands. As the analysis is not complete, 

members agreed to review the subject before the technical meeting to clarify what 

questions should be asked.  

 

8. HUNTING, FISHING AND TRAPPING COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

a) Workshop on migratory caribou  

COMEX received an official invitation to participate in this workshop. It is 

scheduled for September 11-13 in Montréal. It is not necessary for all members to 

attend. Participation is free and the deadline for registration is June 29. 

 

9. OTHER BUSINESS 

 John Matoush of Mistissini has contacted a COMEX member to inform him that an 

airstrip has been built inside the Albanel-Témiscamie-Otish park project. The 

MDDEP received the same information from people at parks services, who ashed if 

construction of this airstrip had been authorized. The DÉE never received a request 

about this. The file has been transferred to the regional office, but they say they have 

no authority to impose sanctions because this involves a federal jurisdiction. 

Members agreed that this airstrip should not have been built within the park limits but 

that it is unclear from a legal viewpoint whether action can be taken.  The CRA will 

write to the Administrator for this purpose. 

 

 A request has been received from Marc Jetten of the JBACE asking for the minutes of 

COMEX meetings so they can be posted on the JBACE website, as was done in the 

past. It was pointed out that the new policy on sending the minutes follows on our 

review of the Matoush mining exploration project, when elements of the 

recommendation were discussed during COMEX meetings before the Administrator 

had made a decision.  It would be inappropriate to publish these elements of the 

recommendation if a public decision has not been made. New ways of drafting the 

minutes will be implemented with the arrival of a new secretary, and the possibility of 

a COMEX website of its own, where minutes can be made public, is also under study.  

 

10. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING 

June 13, 2012 
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Correspondence from May 16 to June 4, 2012 

Correspondence received 

Date Received from Subject 

May 17, 2012 Jean-François Coulombe 
Copy of the modification to the CA for quarries C-04, C-11 and correction C-07 

of the road layout by Opinaca Mines 

May 17, 2012 Jean-François Coulombe 

 

Copy of the modification to the CA concerning operation of sandpits R-30-B, R-

36-B, R-44 and A-01-A and quarry C-02 at the Eleonore  mine project by 

Opinaca Mines 

May 17, 2012 Jean-François Coulombe 

 

Copy of the modification to the CA involving modification of statement of 

conditions 2.3 and 6.5 of the CA for the Eleonore mine project by Opinaca 

Mines 

May 18, 2012 Kelly Leblanc Comments from the CRA on the impact study for the Renard mine project 

May 22, 2012 Jacqueline Roy 
Responses to questions sent February 20 concerning operation of borrow pits D-

R167A and D-22 (A and B) - Extension of Route 167–Nord project 

May 22, 2012 Mireille Paul 

 

Transmittal of monitoring report on integrity and use of new spawning grounds 

for yellow sturgeon (Eastmain-1-A / Sarcelle powerhouse/ Rupert diversion 

project, Condition 5.24) 

May 22, 2012 Mireille Paul 

 

Operation of 4 new borrow pits for construction of access road and ATV trail 

M25 - Eastmain-1-A / Sarcelle / Rupert Diversion project, Condition 2.9 

May 22, 2012 Mireille Paul 

 

Transmittal of impact study on the 315-25 kV Waswanipi substation and 

powerline by Hydro-Québec 

May 23, 2012 Nicole Gougeon 
 

Invitation to a workshop on migratory caribou, September 11 to 13  
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Date Received from Subject 

May 23, 2012 Paul John Murdoch 

 

Request from the Grand Council of the Crees for postponement of public 

consultations on the Eastmain-1-A / Sarcelle / Rupert Diversion project 

May 24, 2012 Mina Matawashish 

 

Resolution of the Band Council of Mistissini concerning postponement of the 

public consultations on the Eastmain-1-A / Sarcelle / Rupert Diversion project 

May 28, 2012 Mireille Paul 

 

Copy of the modification to the CA concerning the wording of Condition 7 for 

restoration of tailings site at Troilus Mine 

May 2, 2012 Isaac Voyageur 

 

Additional information regarding the proposed bridge, borrow pit and permanent 

access road in Mistissini 

 

 

 

Correspondence sent 

Date Sent to Subject 

May 16, 2012 Malcolm Moses 
Reply to the request for postponement of public consultations on Eastmain-1-

A/Sarcelle/ Rupert Diversion project 

May 16, 2012 Davey Bobbish 

 

Reply to the request for postponement of public consultations on Eastmain-1-

A/Sarcelle/ Rupert Diversion project 

 


