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1) CALL TO ORDER AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted as presented.

2) ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 326TH MEETING

The minutes were adopted as presented, with dictdidon regarding the environmental
and social impact assessment and review procedure.

Action: File the minutes of the 326thmeeting

3) CORRESPONDENCE AND FOLLOW-UP ACTION

Correspondence received between January 30 andhM&rc2015 is presented in
Appendix A.

Since March 6, we have received (March 10, 2018&)uppdated restoration plan for the
Bachelor Lake mine site, which constitutes the prgmt’'s responses to our questions
and comments.

We also received (March 10, 2015) additional infation on the Whabouchi mining
project, in particular regarding the water managamé&n.

4) PROJECT TO ESTABLISH A WOOD PELLET FACILITY IN  CHAPAIS, RENTECH INC .

a) Request for public hearings
. for discussion

WHEREAS discussions are ongoing with Oujé-Bougoun@liapais and Rentech, no
new information was sent and COMEX will wait to eae the answers to the questions
sent to Rentech, in particular regarding consuwitegtineld with the local communities.

5) LANGLOIS MINING PROJECT

a) Responses to questions and comments — Surface waatersediment
monitoring (winter 2014)
« for information

WHEREAS on February 25, 2015 COMEX received thgpnent’'s responses to its six
guestions and comments and the responses are desans@ctory. The next annual
monitoring report, to be submitted in 2015, will Adjusted accordingly and include a
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greater number of parameters and data (new sampiteg, organic matter content,
particle size, temperature, pH, total alkalinitgnductivity, SS, flow rate, etc.).

The community of Waswanipi does not appear to hivedg involved in this project,
even though the certificate of authorization issaadNovember 18, 1994 stipulates the
following condition:

[TRANSLATION]
Monitoring Program — Social impact monitoring
The proponent must set up a liaison committeelyomith the Waswanipi Band Council.

The committee must be operational no later than manths following the date of
issuance of the certificate of authorization. Thautes of committee meetings must be
sent to the Ministére de 'Environnement et de daufie twice a year. The committee must
be a forum for discussion and negotiation on thi@fang matters in particular:

- access to information on current and future openasi, including with respect to
site restoration;

- discussion of stakeholders’ respective concerns;

- establishment of mitigation measures to address rtbeds of the region’s
inhabitants, especially affected trappers’ familidge power transmission line or
the mine site as such;

- optimization of the project’s socioeconomic spisdéfr Aboriginal people in the
form of jobs or contracts for Cree businesses;

- dissemination of information on the rights and #getnents of each stakeholder
group, especially hunting and fishing rights;

- development of preventive and safety measuresmgliett motor vehicle traffic on
roads near the job site as well as on access roads;

- development of measures to raise workers’ awarealesst Aboriginal culture.

A training program for the Aboriginal workforce niuse set up and maintained for the
duration of the mine’s operation. The proponent treend the results of the training
program to the Ministere de I'Environnement et deHaune at the same time as its
annual environmental and social impact monitoriegaort.

CONSEQUENTLY, the COMEX members decided:

#2015-0320-01: to send a letter to the Administratmying that the Committee has taken
note of the corrective steps to be taken in thé aarual monitoring report. COMEX
acknowledges the efforts made and encourages tpopent to continue its initiatives to
inform the community of Waswanipi, in accordancthwie condition of authorization
dealing with the social impact monitoring program.

Action: Write to the Provincial Administrator
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6) EASTMAIN 1A/RUPERT PROJECT, HYDRO-QUEBEC

a) Letter from Stéphanie Jacob of Hydro-Québec Praoiutd the
Provincial Administrator, dated December 9, 20Ihaerning condition
5.1: Terrestrial environment follow-up program: hgldgy, hydraulics
and thermal regime (2012-2013)

« for information

b) Terrestrial environment follow-up program: hydrojofpydraulics and
thermal regime (2012) — dated June 2013
« for information

c) Terrestrial environment follow-up program: hydrojp@ydraulics and
thermal regime (2013) — dated November 2014
« for information

WHEREAS COMEX has read the three above-mentioneduments and has no
comments considering that the outcome is as pestlict the impact statement for the
project.

CONSEQUENTLY, the COMEX members decided:

#2015-0320-02: to inform the Administrator that CEBXlhas read the two monitoring
reports and has no comments.

Action: Send a letter to the Provincial Administrator

7) WHABOUCHI MINING PROJECT

a) Logistics for public hearings
« for discussion

WHEREAS the members were informed of the condua mgistics of the public
hearings to be held in Nemaska and Chibougamau ancivi30 and April 1, 2015, and
visits to the Whabouchi, Eleonore and Bachelor nsites are planned,;

WHEREAS an environmental and social analysis repalt be produced after the
hearings with a view to making a recommendatiotihéProvincial Administrator.
8) RENARD DIAMOND PROJECT

a) Request to amend the CA — Compensation programvdtand losses
« for recommendation
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WHEREAS COMEX would like additional information dne following matters:

QC-1 The proponent must document how the project witlhe¥ if the Collaborative
Research and Development Grant received from NatGa@ences and
Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERQNaller than expected, or
if no grant is received.

In this regard, COMEX wishes to emphasize thatrgyishould be given to
developing a decision-support tool that is readityployable and less costly.

QC-2 To make its commitment more concrete, the proponergt put a figure to its
minimum financial and service contribution.

QC-3 Ecosystem-based services and wetland surveys raudentified on the basis of
principles and methods established by the Ministierddéveloppement durable,
de P'Environnement et de la Lutte contre les chamg@s climatiques
(MDDELCC) in the different documents dealing wikistsubject (e.d.es milieux
humides et I'autorisation environnementaledGuide d’élaboration d’un plan de
conservation des milieux humidle®bviously, since these guides were not
designed specifically for Northern Québec, the weditogy and criteria used will
almost certainly have to be adapted to the rediomould be of value to know
what adjustments will be made and why.

QC-4 The anticipated deliverable, that is, the decisiopport tool, should have the
essential characteristics needed to be used fdaisaisle development of the
North. In particular, it should enable the prodoctof digital data sets, in shape
file format, on the ecological roles studied. The acquisitionkwbwledge on
peatland dynamics in relation to carbon should elgminate in the production of
digital data sets enabling rapid assessment afah®n sequestration potential of
the region’s wetlands. In short, it would be of siderable value for the
deliverable to be in the form of digital data s#tat could be used to quickly
visualize the extent of the roles played by thdéed#nt wetlands in the Renard
project area.

QC-5 The decision-support tool must be described intgredetail so as to specify the
criteria that will be used to determine the ecamystvalue. The proponent must
demonstrate the reason for selecting this valuessess northern wetlands and
explain how the value will also incorporate criterelated to biodiversity value.

QC-6 The proponent must say whether it plans to incateathe data and results from
the acquisition of knowledge on peatland dynamiceelation to carbon into the
decision-support tool.

QC-7 The proponent must commit, in its and its partnerames, to making the
decision-support tool available on a pre-determidai@ and authorizing its use
by the MDDELCC.
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QC-8

QC-9

The proponent must commit to submitting annual prsg reports on research
projects to the Provincial Administrator of the &@mBay and Northern Québec
Agreement. It is also recommended that the propoc@msult the MDDELCC
on a regular basis to make sure that the decisippest tool meets real needs
and can be used for overall planning of wetlandseoration and management
in this region.

COMEX thinks it is important that the wetland compation project
incorporate elements aimed specifically at enhanciretlands and hydrous
environments located on the site.

The proponent must briefly describe one or morelamdt compensation
projects including enhancement of wetlands andApirdus environments.
These projects must be carried out during restoradf the mine site and can
target, among others, pits, the stream running éetw_agopede Lake and pit
R-65, etc. A monitoring program for the enhancemmerdrried out must be
included and described.

The compensation project(s) selected must be eagdain detail in the
document submitted in accordance with condition 6f5the certificate of
authorization issued on December 4, 2012, whidesfd RANSLATION]One
year before the end of operating activities, thepgoment must send the
Administrator, for approval, the detailed plan fdismantling all infrastructure
related to the project as well as the planned rettgyment measures under the
mine site restoration plan. This plan, to be pregghfollowing consultation with
the community of Mistissini, will deal in particulavith physical redevelopment
of the site, revegetation, cleanup and plannedgafeasures, as well as possible
measures for controlling mine effluent. In additido forest restoration
objectives, the proponent must consider wildlifbitsd enhancements. The plan
should include the post-closure monitoring prografor the receiving
environment.

CONSEQUENTLY, the COMEX members decided:

#2015-0320-03: to inform the Administrator that C&Xl has questions and comments
for the proponent.

Action: Send a letter to the Provincial Administrator

b) Request to amend the CA — Atmospheric emissions
« for recommendation

See point ¢)
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c) Request to amend the CA — Liquefied natural gas3).btorage method
« for recommendation

WHEREAS COMEX wishes further clarifications on lelowing matters:

QC-1

QC-2

QC-3

QC-4

QC-5

QC-6

The proponent must update the additional inforrmagent to the Ministére du
Développement durable, de [PI'Environnement et de Liatte contre les
changements climatiques (MDDELCC) on January 65201 must specify the
number and type of LNG tank it intends to instailtbe mine site, the location of
the tanks, and any other information it deems reiéye.g. the need for a flare
system).

If necessary, the proponent must provide an updatedew technological risk
analysis for its project.

On page 2-41, the first paragraph of section 215 nstallation d’entreposage de
méthane,” states: [TRANSLATIONAppendix 1 indicates that methane storage
facilities over 4.5 tonnes (approximately 4.9 taanef LNG) [...].
Explain why the thresholds for natural gas and Ld\i@er.

On page 3-106, the third paragraph of section B.12."Provenance,” states:
[TRANSLATION] To minimize the risk of accidents caused by hunnaom, éwo
will make the trip between Montréal and the Renardine site.
Two what?

Most of highway 167, which starts in Saint-FéliciarLac Saint-Jean, is paved as
far as the junction with the road to Mistissini. @yage 12-27, a proposed
mitigation measure consists in setting the spesdt lat 50 km/h for trucks
carrying LNG. However, the experts consulted thimkt the current speed limits
should be respected. Lowering the speed limit o sbction of the road could
cause road accidents rather than prevent them.

After the junction with the road to Mistissini, higgay 167 is gravel up to the end
of the so-called “numbered” segment, that is, KM8 1t the planned extension
(also known as the end of the job sites on lotsnd B). After the Ministere des
Transports (MTQ) has completed the work, the postpded limit will be
70 km/h.

On a gravel road, the amount of dust raised behinduck makes it almost

impossible for a person driving behind the truclsée it. The driver knows there
is a truck ahead of him, but cannot gauge the mtistdbetween his vehicle and the
truck. Light vehicles generally travel at a spedédoetween 90 and 100 km/h,

sometimes more, on gravel roads. Every year, lighicles crash into the back or
side of a trailer of a truck slowing down at arensection.
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QC-7

QC-8

QC-9

That is why the experts believe that the preventiveasure proposed by the
proponent, that is, reducing the speed limit facks to 50 km/h, is inadequate for
this second segment of the road. Instead, theyogmphat trucks respect the
planned posted speed limit of 70 km/h.

The emergency measures plan for LNG transportepted in Appendix 12.3.2

of the request for amendment, must be enhancedarBaenorth of Chibougamau
is relatively remote and in the event of unforeseents, the MTQ would have to
manage or redirect traffic flows. Therefore, the @Ehould be included in the
list of organizations presented on page 7-40 of pheliminary emergency

measures plan. To update this part of the planmesemmend that the proponent
call Sylvain Dallaire, head of the MTQ’s Centre skrvice de Chibougamau, at
418-748-7608, ext. 230.

To enhance the emergency measures plan and inalltlese involved in fire
safety and protection, the proponent should setaumonitoring committee
composed of all potential stakeholders (MTQ, SOPFHuistére de la Sécurité
publique, municipal services, etc.).

The proponent indicates in its report that modglimas carried out as per the
specifications submitted to the MDDELCC. Howevée experts consulted at the
MDDELCC wish to point out that the specificationgr& not approved in full.
Although the approach proposed in the specificatisaemed suitable, certain
aspects had to be clarified, in particular somthefintermediate emission rates.

In reading the report, we note that some of the ments made when the
specifications were reviewed were clarified in thedelling report. In particular,
the rationale for the criteria used for modellicgrsarios and the three study years
was explained.

However, some clarifications were not provided,eesgly with regard to certain

intermediate emission rates such as those for digel by different types of

equipment or routing. Since validating emissionesats complicated in this

context, we suggest using tables, for example résgnt and compile data. The
proponent can also refer to the following document:

Email from Isabelle Auger of the MDDELCC to VitaloBlé of Roche Itée,
Groupe-conseil, sent on September 12, 2014 at®mg regarding questions and
comments on the modelling specifications for thed&d Diamond Project.

QC-10The proponent informs us that the explosives magawiill be moved to a new

location, which constitutes a change to the inlieabf segment 18 provided for in
the project description. The modelling takes thiarge into account. Although
the change does not necessarily change the emisaies used in modelling
contaminants from transportation (fuel use and sions from vehicles travelling
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on the road segment), some adjustments must bé&deoad in locating emission
sources.

QC-11The metals modelling carried out is not realistice report contends that there is
no metal content in waste rock, such that sevexaiices were not included in the
modelling of metals. In actual fact, the metal emtof waste rock can differ
from that of ore, but it is not realistic to assuthat waste rock has zero metal
content. In practice, analysis is generally singdifby considering the highest
concentration of a given metal in the differentl sypes (ore, waste rock,
overburden, etc.) and then applying it to the miedeconcentration for total
suspended particulates (TSP). That way, no funtin@delling will be necessary,
but the metal analyses for the different soil typesst be provided.

QC-12still with regard to metals, several contaminante aot discussed in the
modelling report. Cobalt, manganese, thallium aadadium must be added to
the list of metals covered by the report. Note #rabient air quality criteria and
the initial concentrations to be considered fostheontaminants were previously
set out in the following technical notice:

Letter from Jean-Francois Briere of MDDELCC to Aé@dBoilard of Roche ltée,
Groupe-Conseil, dated January 30, 2014, regardiagrtodelling specifications
for Stornoway Diamond Corporation’s Renard DiamdpPibject in Northern
Québec (SAVEX-13078), 5 pages.

The proponent must explain the rationale for casrand) total chromium as
chromium [ll. A more conservative approach is reomnded such that total
chromium is considered as Chromium VI where contosis not known, given
that Chromium VI is subject to more restrictiverstards.

QC-13The emission sources used in the modelling mustdrdied. In section 2.5 of the
report, it says that pits R-2/R-3 and R-65 areté@as quarries in the study and
that the characteristics of emission sources arinatk in the modelling
specifications. Does this mean that, in the mquitd, are considered as “open pit”
emission sources? If so, the proponent must spetifit activities are included in
these sources as well as the characteristics otdlieces (lateral dimensions,
volume, emission height, etc.). Furthermore, itmigntioned in sections 5.6 and
5.7 of the modelling specifications that emissifmmen pits R-2/R-3 and R-65,
that is, from drilling, blasting and ore loadinger® modelled as volume sources.
However, just one volume is described in thesa@extAre all activities grouped
under the same volume source? If so, the propanest specify what activities
are included in these sources and say how the stheces were considered in
the model.

QC-14The proponent says that the modelling assumesrgasice a day for pit R-2/R-
3 in 2015, for pit R-65 and the underground min€®23 and 2026, rather than
once a week as is actually planned. The modellamghot make a distinction in
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this regard, which is of little importance giverathmodelling has to estimate
emissions under all possible conditions. Consedyiemte cannot accept the
proponent’s comment as a justification for any exiace whatsoever. The
proponent must instead compile these exceedandasiemtify the corresponding
conditions in order to propose measures for préwvgmrxceedances.

QC-15Generally speaking, the height of emissions fromiase and volume sources as
well as the initial vertical spreadj of surface sources are not specified in the
report. This information must be provided in thedeking report.

QC-16The modelling results show that standards are ebecken particular for nitrogen
oxides (NQ). The proponent must propose mitigation measuoesnéet air
guality standards above the limit of 300 metreanfrmining facilities. The
effectiveness of the proposed mitigation measunest ine demonstrated through
atmospheric modelling.

QC-17During telephone conversations, the proponent méal the MDDELCC that one
or more flames might be used. As needed, the perganust document this new
source and indicate the emission rates for th@wuarcontaminants.

CONSEQUENLY, the COMEX members decided:

#2015-0320-04: to inform the Administrator that CEXlhas questions and comments
for the proponent.

Action: Send a letter to the Provincial Administrator

9) BACHELOR MINING PROJECT

a) Responses to questions about the restoration plan
« for approval

WHEREAS the members just received the informatierigining to the restoration plan,
this item will be discussed at the next meeting.
10) COMEX ANNUAL REPORT 2014-2015

WHEREAS COMEX is required to submit an annual répor fiscal year 2014-2015, a
draft report will be sent to the members for commenhe coming weeks.

10
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11) CODE OF ETHICS AND PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

WHEREAS the members discussed COMEX'’s Code of Etaid Professional Conduct,
theRegulation respecting the ethics and professionatiact of public office holdernd
the Déclaration de valeurs de I'administration publiqa@ébécoisesind the members
unanimously subscribe to these principles;

WHEREAS it is proposed that the following clarifican be made in article 6 of Chapter
Il of the Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct of the Mamlof the Review
Committee (COMEX) Created by Virtue of Section.2206 the James Bay and Northern
Québec Agreemertb bring it in line with the new public particifi@n procedure:

Committee members are required to exercise disoretith regard to information
that comes to their attention in the course ofroconnection with the performance
of their duties, and shall at all times respect tdoafidentiality of information thus
received. Members must also respect for a 45-peti@d confidentiality of the
documents that are sent to the provincial Admiaistr or to local environment
administrators.The concerned Administrator can, within this deadline, ask for an
extension of the time limit of thirty days.

CONSEQUENTLY, the COMEX members unanimously decided

#2015-0320-05: to adopt the new version of the Gidethics and Professional Conduct
of the Members of COMEX.

Action: Make the necessary changes to the text othé Code of Ethics and
Professional Conduct, including on COMEX'’s website.

12) OTHER BUSINESS

No items were added.

13) DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The members agreed to hold the next meeting onl Apr2015, in Chibougamau.
Meetings will also be held on April 15 and May 12.

11
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Correspondence and follow-up action: January 30 tdarch 6, 2015
PROJECT FROM TO DOCUMENT DATE COMMENTS ACTION

BlackRock Metals
mining project

André Boisclair

Gilbert Charland

Recommendation on the request to

Sent:

- Acknowledgement of receiy
from Julie Bissonnette
(January 12, 2015)

Dt

- Matter closed

3214-14-050 COMEX MDDELCC extend deadlines for certain condition®ecember 17, 2014 | * Copy of amendment to CA
(February 6, 2015)
André Boisclair | Isaac Voyageur Request for authorization to release| Sent: - Reply received February | Eor information
COMEX Regional Admin. | the public participation procedure | February 12, 2015 | 13, 2015
André Boisclair | Christyne Tremblay Request for authorization to release| Sent: - Acknowledgement of receipt . .
COMEX Provincial Admin. | the public participation procedure | February 10, 2015 (February 12, 2015) - For information
) P P P P y =5 - Reply February 27, 2015

André Boisclair | Jean Picard Thank-vou letter Sent: - For information
COMEX JBACE y February 16, 2015

Review of

, - André Boisclair | Alain Poirier Sent: . .
COMEX'’s public COMEX AEMO Thank-you letter February 16, 2015 - For information

participation
procedure

André Boisclair
COMEX

Christian Lessard
Secrétariat a la
communication
gouvernementale

Thank-you letter

Sent:
February 16, 2015

- For information

André Boisclair | Michel Létourneau Thank-vou letter Sent: - For information
COMEX SAA y February 16, 2015
André Boisclair | Gilbert Charland Thank-vou letter Sent: - For information
COMEX MERN y February 16, 2015

12
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PROJECT FROM TO DOCUMENT DATE COMMENTS ACTION
Mireille Paul André Boisclair Cr%?%/i:izlettt(()err;rsorgnpcﬁg%lgrl\]ﬂtEX’s Received: - For information
MDDELCC COMEX P g toresp February 25, 2015
comments in its 2014 annual report
- Acknowledgement of receipt
Bachelor Lake André Boisclair | Christyne Tremblay Comments on cyanide destruction | Sent: (February 4, 2015)

mining project
3214-14-027

- Copy of questions and

- For information

COMEX Provincial Admin. | system January 30, 2015

comments sent to proponent —

February 10, 2015
Mireille Paul André Boisclair Responses to questions about Received: - For approval
MDDELCC | COMEX restoration plan March 10, 2015 P

Project to develop
natural aggregate
deposits on
Waskaganish
Category Il lands
3214-03-030

André Boisclair
COMEX

Christyne Tremblay

Provincial Admin.

Questions and comments

Sent:
February 12, 2015

- Acknowledgement of receiy
(February 17, 2015)

- Copy of questions and
comments sent to proponent
(February 27, 2015)

Dt

- For information

Wood pellet facility

in Chapais, Rentech

Inc.
3214-23-005

André Boisclair
COMEX

Christyne Tremblay

Provincial Admin.

Additional questions

Sent:
February 19, 2015

- Acknowledgement of receiy
from Julie Bissonnette
(February 24, 2015)

- Copy of questions sent to
proponent (February 27,

)t

- For
recommendation

2015)

13
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PROJECT FROM TO DOCUMENT DATE COMMENTS ACTION
'\S/Itsvgrc(;)?mache André Boisclair Request for public hearinas Received: - Acknowledgement of receipt- For information and
Chgpais COMEX 9 P g February 10, 2015 | (February 11, 2015) discussion
Supplementary information to request
Mireille Paul André Boisclair to amend the CA: Report on Received: - For
MDDELCC COMEX dispersion modelling of atmospheric| January 12, 2015 recommendation
. emissions
Renard Diamond
Project " f Dicnlai Request to amend the CA: N
Mireille Paul André Boisclair . Received: - For
3214-14-041 MDDELCC | COMEX Eg;“e‘fnsa“on program forwetland | 3. ary 20, 2015 recommendation
Mireille Paul André Boisclair tsougﬂgrr:jemgréxfﬁrwsfﬁsg :l(;truergllje;heceived: - For
MDDELCC COMEX 19 9 ﬁanuary 23, 2015 recommendation
storage method
Mireille Paul André Boisclair Additional information: Received: - For
MDDELCC COMEX - Summary in English February 6, 2015 recommendation

Whabouchi mining
project
3214-14-052

André Boisclair
COMEX

Guy Bourassa
Nemaska Lithium
Inc.

Meeting to plan public hearings —
February 13, 2015

Sent:
February 9, 2015

- For information

André Boisclair
COMEX

Chrystine Tremblay
Provincial Admin.

Information is complete. Hold public
hearings on March 30 and April 1,
2015

Sent:
February 10, 2015

- Acknowledgement of receiy
from Julie Bissonnette
(January 17, 2015)

]
- For information

14




Minutes - COMEX

327th Meeting
PROJECT FROM TO DOCUMENT DATE COMMENTS ACTION
Mireille Paul André Boisclair Additional information — Water Received:
MDDELCC COMEX management plan March 10, 2015
'F;?(;}gl(gls e Mireille Paul André Boisclair Ei Zsupr?::: agteiuae:cglzgsclﬁ?gnfommerﬁseceived: - For information
3214-14-026 MDDELCC COMEX monitoring (winter 2014) February 25, 2015
Environmental follow-up programs
OK:
a. anadromous lake cisco - Acknowledgement of receipt
EiSterrr]'[a Ir;oleﬁt/ Andre Boisclair| Christyne Tremblay > Err]c;%gcsm and spawning Sent: SFC?([):) ruaor]}/ czt)?’rezsmo?dence - For information
pert proj COMEX MDDELCC January 13, 2015 by P

3214-10-017

c. integrity and use of multispecies
spawning grounds developed in
Rupert River

d. total organic carbon (TOC)

sent to proponent (February
27, 2015)
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